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a very great man alone which could assure sue*
cess. In this voyage all his powers were proved
to the uttermost. Not in vain now had he been a
sailor from his youth up, for storm after storm
was encountered which tested all his seamanship.
Not in vain now was it that he had formerly cal-
culated reckonings and constructed charts, for
even to steer a direct course was in those days a
matter of the extremest difficulty. Nay, more, his
powers of persuasion, which had been developed
in twenty years of solicitations and pleadings,
found full employment in disposing his crews to
continually renewed efforts.

But the chief element in his success was un-
doubtedly one which in our days is all too gener'
ally decried. For fortyodd years Columbus had,
to use a significant phrase, walked with God, and
accustomed himself to believe implicitly in what
he could not see. To use the words of a heroic
English navigator in similar circumstances, one
upheld, too, by as grand a faith, Columbus felt
that God was as near him by sea as by land. And
so his faith in the New World never failed or fal-
tered till at last the desire of his heart was ful-
filled. At ten o'clock at night, on October llth,
after seventy days1 sailing, Columbus perceived